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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 6-19 ORLEANS EAS.104 
MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING 
220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD 

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125 


Town/City: = Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
Photograph North Eastham/Nauset 


Address: 2310 Nauset Road 

Historic Name: Cole - Gill House & Barn 

Uses: Present: single-family residence 
Original: single-family residence 

Date of Construction: 1809-10 

Source: vital records, censuses, deeds 

Style/Form: Federal/Cape Cod 


Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: parged masonry 


View from SW. 


Locus Map (north at top) Wall/Trim: wood shingle/wood 


Roof: wood shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
Barn, 19" c. 
Garage, mid 20" c. 
Major Alterations (with dates): 
Windows & door reconfigured and replaced, 20" c. 
Sun porch added west side, 20" c. 


Condition: good 

Moved: no] yesL] Date: 

Acreage: 1.148 

Setting: The property is situated on a historic road in the 


midst of a mid-20'"-century residential subdivision platted on 
the farmland once associated with it. 


lid Orchard Road 
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Source: Mass GIS Oliver Parcel Viewer 
Recorded by: Kathryn Grover & Neil Larson 
Larson Fisher Associates 


Organization: Eastham Historical Commission 


Date: June 2020 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Cole - Gill House, built ca. 1810, is a one-story wood frame single dwelling designed with a three-quarters Cape Cod plan 
and a central chimney. The front fagade has been significantly altered from its four-bay configuration. The door appears to be in 
the correct location in front of the chimney but replaces the original entrance. Windows in the flanking rooms are now a triple unit 
where two windows once had been on one side and a pair where one had been on the other. The chimney appears to be 
essentially intact in form and location; it would have contained three fireplaces on the main floor and perhaps more above. A 
one-story kitchen wing attached to the west end of the house, recessed back from the front, probably dates to ca. 1810, but its 
fenestration has been changed and a large sunporch added where the two sections intersect; an exterior brick chimney on the 
west end of the wing is a recent addition. A long one-story ell attached to the rear of the kitchen wing dates early in the history of 
the house. 


Directly behind the house is a large garage built in the mid-20" century and would have had an agricultural function. Farther 
back on the property, at the northern lot line, is an older story-and-a-half barn with a long plan that was built for farm use at the 
turn of the 20" century. The house and outbuildings now occupy an open one-acre suburban tract with lawns. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

In 1851, when Elkanah Cole transferred “all my real estate in Eastham, being my dwelling house, barn, outbuildings and cleared 
land, woodland, and meadow’ to his sons David and Charles, he cited seven earlier deeds to him for descriptions of that estate. 
These deeds were executed between February 1812 and January 1835, but none of them were ever recorded.' Elkanah Cole 
(1782-1863), the son of Daniel Cole 3d and his wife Mary, married Sally Gould in 1809, and the couple might have been living in 
the house now numbered 2310 Nauset Road as early as 1810. They were certainly there by 1820 and remained in the house 
until their deaths. 


Elkanah Cole was a farmer, and he and his wife Mary had nine children between 1810 and 1833—John, Mary, Phebe, Matilda, 
Elkanah Jr., Nathaniel, Reuben, David, and Charles. The 1830 census shows Cole with ten persons in his household. Sally 
Gould Cole died in 1836, and by 1850, when Cole was sixty-eight years old, only Phebe, Reuben, David, and Charles were 
listed in their father’s house; Reuben and David were mariners, and Charles was a laborer. Elkanah Cole was farming, and his 
real property was valued at $553. The agricultural census schedules show him with forty-five acres, fifteen of them unimproved, 
and a farm worth $300. 


In 1851 Elkanah Cole deeded the farm to his youngest sons David and Charles for “love and good will in connexion with a 
certain bond conditions to support me during my natural life and pay my just debts.” The 1858 Eastham map attaches Cole’s 
name to the house, but in that year his sons sold a third of an acre and the dwelling “formerly owned by Elkanah Cole of 
Eastham’ to Calvin Sears of Dennis for $225. By 1860 Elkanah Cole was boarding in the home of farmer Carmi Higgins, and he 
died in January 1863. Sears sold the house and an eighth of an acre to Thomas K. Gill in 1859 for $150.2 


Born in 1832, Thomas K. Gill was the son of Nathan Atwood Gill and his wife Tamsen Gould. In 1856 he married Rebecca S. 
Hopkins, daughter of Nathan and Abigail Hopkins of North Eastham. In 1860 the census listed him in this neighborhood (after 
the household of his father, just to the northeast) with his wife and their son Allen T., born in 1857; also in the household were 
Martha K. and Phebe M. Dill, the youngest daughters of Columbus Dill of North Eastham. In 1870 and 1880 Thomas and 
Rebecca Gill and their son Allen alone occupied the house; in 1870 Gill is shown with $570 in real property. He was recorded as 
a fisherman in1870 and a farmer in 1880; son Allen was then a fisherman. 


1 Elkanah Cole to David Cole and Charles Cole, 2 April 1851, BCD 51:52. The grantor cited these deeds-- Joshua P Atwood to Elkanah Cole, 
15 December 1824; Hezekiah Atwood to Elkanah Cole, 10 August 1813; Abigail Cole to Elkanah Cole, 22 Jan 1835; Polly May to Elkanah 
Cole, 20 February 1813, James Mayo to Elkanah Cole,13 February 1812, John Gould to Elkanah Cole 20 May 1818, and Daniel Cole to 
Elkanah Cole, 12 March 1818. 
? David Cole and Charles Cole to Calvin Sears, Dennis, 22 March 1858, BCD 65:306; Calvin Sears, Dennis, to Thomas K. Gill, 17 January 
1859, BCD 76:215. 
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By 1880 Thomas and Rebecca Gill and their son Allen had taken in Fred Francis Dill, the four-year-old son of Boston 
“manipulating physician” Francis J. Dill, a native of Dartmouth, and his third wife, Sophia A. Beckwith. Why he was sent to live 
with the Gills is not yet known, but he remained a part of the household into the 1940s. By 1900 son Allen had left the household 
and Fred Dill was a farm laborer living with the Gills. In July 1905, the year Rebecca Hopkins Gill died, Fred Dill married Nellie 
Mabel Rogers, a Maine native then teaching school in Chatham; some four months earlier Gill had sold him a quarter-acre of 
land across Nauset Road for $25. The 1905 map shows the house of Fred Dill at this site (2345 Nauset Road, EAS.105), and 
the 1910 census enumerates the Dill couple right after the household of the widowed Thomas K. Gill, who died in December 
1911. 


The 2310 Nauset Road property appears to have passed to Fred F. Dill, who is listed as an asparagus farmer on Nauset Road 
in the 1920 census, and he must have rented the house until he sold 2345 Nauset Road in 1924. Dill was still farming in 1930 
and by 1940 was the foreman on a publicly funded mosquito control project. He died in 1946 in Eastham, and his widow Nellie 
died two years later. In 1949 the legatees she named in her will sold the 2310 Nauset Road property to Agatha C. Whitright and 
Thomas E. Feeney of Charleston, West Virginia.? Whitright, born in 1907 in Battle Creek, Michigan, was the daughter of Feeney 
and the husband of osteopath Walter Finley Whitright.* Agatha Whitright was the sole owner of 2310 Nauset Road in 1963 when 
she sold it to Eastham realtor Robert J. Erickson, and the property changed hands twice more by 1987, when Kenneth G. and 
Audrey L. Ainsworth of Meadville, Pennsylvania, acquired it. The Ainsworths held the property in two living trusts in 2015, and 
successor trustee Thomas L. Ainsworth of Credit Shelter Trust acquired nine-twentieths of the property in 2017.° 
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3 George W. and Ernestine Tyler, Bangor ME; Franz H. and Mary Tyler, Milo ME; Mabel Brawn, Milo ME, to Agatha C. Whitright and Thomas 
E. Feeney, Charleston WV, 28 November 1949, BCD 737:9. 
4 “Agatha Whitwright,” Messenger (Madisonville KY), 16 April 1983, 2. Whitright was born in Vermontville, MI, in 1905 and graduated the 
Kirksville, MO, College of Osteopathy and Surgery in 1929. 
5 Agatha C. Whitright to Robert J. Erickson, 2 December 1963, BCD 1228:363; Mallebarre Realty Inc. to Charles G. and Catherine A. Barton, 
Geneva NY, 21 December 1970, BCD 1494:698; Charles G. and Catherine A. Barton, Nauset Road, to Charles G. and Catherine A. Barton, 
Nauset Road, 14 March 1984, BCD 4037:345; Charles G. and Catherine A. Barton, Nauset Road, to Kenneth G. and Audrey L. Ainsworth, 
Meadville PA, 27 March 1987, BCD 5631:179; Kenneth G. and Audrey L. Ainsworth, 2310 Nauset Road, to Kennth G. Ainsworth, trustee 
Kenneth G. Ainsworth 2015 Living Trust, and Audrey L. Ainsworth, trustee Audrey L. Ainsworth 2015 Living Trust, BCD 29324:336; Thomas L. 
Ainsworth, Burke VA, successor trustee Audrey L. Ainsworth 2015 Living Trust, to Thomas L. Ainsworth, trustee Credit Shelter Trust, 14 
November 2017, BCD 31249:110. The 2310 Nauset Road house and outbuildings are shown on Parcel B on “Plan of land in Eastham Mass. 
as Surveyed for Walter F. Whitright & Agatha C. Whitright,” August 1953, BCD 11:95, and on a 1.154-acre lot on “Plan of Land in Eastham, 
Mass. as Surveyed for Agatha C. Whitright,” 26 August 1964, BCD 229:75. 
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Atlas of Massachusetts from Topographical Surveys Made in Co-operation by the United States Geological Survey and the 

Commissioners of the Commonwealth 1884-1888. Boston: Commissioners of the Commonwealth, 1890 
Atlas of Barnstable County, Massachusetts 


... from Official Plans and Actual Surveys. Boston: Walker Lithograph and 
Publishing Co., 1905, 1910. 


SUPPLEMENTARY IMAGES 
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The 1953 Whitright plan above depicts the 2310 Nauset Road house on Lot B (BCP 111:95), 
while the 1968 plan below depicts the house on its smaller current lot (BCD 247:129) 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 


(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 


View from SW. 
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View of barn from SE. 
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